"No. 27. CITY OF NAUYOG 


‘ewes in December thet elder die noy 
don, a sketch of whose histt ry I have before 
memtioned, cathe to enquire of the Lord, and 
with him came that man, (ef whom I will 
hereafter speak more fully.) named Bdward 
Partridges be wasn pattetn of piety, and one 
of the Lord’s gweat men., known by his 
fastness, and patiéns endtrancete the end. 
Shortly after the arrtwal of these two brethren, 
thus epake the Lord e. Dox 
A Revelutiqn to Joseph ‘Smith, Jun'r., and & d- 
ney Rigdon, December 1830. | 
Listen tothe votos of the Lord your 
even Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end, whese course is one eternal round, the 
same to-day as yenterday and forever. I am Je- 
sus Christ, the San of God, who was crusified 
fer the sins of the world, even os many as will 
believe on my name, thet they may become the 
sons of God, even one in me as I am im the Fa. 
ther, an the Father is in me, that we may 
be one. 
Behold, verily, vesily 1 say unto my servant 
Sidney, I have looked upon thee and thy. works. 
I have heard thy. prayers, and prepared thee 
fora great work. Thou ert blessed, for thou 
shalt do great things. ‘Behold thou wast sent 


forth, eyen as John to prepare the way be ſote 


me, and beſore Blijah, which should come, and 
thou knew it not. Thou didet baptise by wa- 
let unte repentonce, but they received not the 
Holy Ghost; but now I give unto thee a com- 
mand ment. bat thou shalt baptise by waiter, 
and they shall receive the Holy Ghost by the 


TIM ES AND SEA SONS. 


ju 77 
— — 


| Wine? of the Wrath of her ſoruics hen. nd 


there are none that deeth goed, except these 
who are ready to receive the fuses my 
gospel, which I pate bent to: 
non: — 
Wpetefore, I have called 

things of the world——those who are e 
and despised, to thresh the nations by the pow # 
of my Spirit: ond their arm shall be my vr · 
and I will be their’ shie!d and their, buckler, 

and | will gird up their leine, sad they shall 
fight manfully for me: and teeit | 
be under their feet; and will let fall the Word 
in thejr behalf; and by the fire of mine, indig - 

nation will I preeésve them. And the poor end 
ine meek shall have the gospel preached write 
them, and they shall be looking forth for the 
|| time of my coming, for it is nigh it bünck: did 
they chall learn tho parable of the fig: för 
even now already summer is nigb, and I have 
vent forth the fulness of my gospel by thé 
of my servant Joseph: and in weaknes# Have | 
blessed him. and I have given unto’ him the 
keys cf the mystery of those things which 
have been sealed, even things which ete from 
the foundation of the wortd, and the ihlatz⸗ 
which shall come from this dne until the tie 


of my coming, if he abide in me, and if her, 


another will I plant in his stede. 
Whereforé watch over him, that his faith fail 
not; and it shall be given; by the: Comforter, 
the Holy Ghost, that knoweth all thinge: und 
a commandment I give unto thee,’ that thou 
shalt write for him: and the veriptures shall Be 
given, even as they are in mine own bosom, to 


laying on of the hands, even as the n of|| the salvation of mine own elect: for they will 


old. 

And — to pass, that hens shall be 
a great work in the land, even among the Gen- 
tiles; for their folly and their «bominations 
shall be made manifest in the eyes. of all peo- 
ple: forl am God, and mibe drm is not short- 
ened, and I will shaw miracles, signs and won 
dete, unto! all those who believe on my name. 
And whuso éhali ask it in my name, in faith, 


» they shall cast out devils; they shall heal the 


hear my voice, and shell see me, and shall uc t 
be asleep, and shall abide the day of my, com- 
ing, for they shall be purified, eren un I am 
pure. And now I say unto you, tarry with N. 
and he shall journey with you;—foraake. 
not, and surely these * shall be eines 
And inasmuch asye do not write, behold it 
‘shall be given unte him to prophesy: apd thou 
shalt, preach my gospel, and call upon the haly 
prephais to preve bis words, as they aha) be 


sick, they shall cattes ths blind to receive their Dim. 


sight, and the deaf'to hear, and the dumb to 


Keep all the. commandments and. eovengnis 


„end the lame to walk and the dime dy, which ye are bound, and I will tte 
cometh, that great things ure to be beavens to.ahake for your good; and patap shal! 
shown “forth unte the ‘children of ment bat] and.Zien shall rejoice upon the b 2 
withoyt faith, Shall“ not soy thing be shown end flousish; and Ipract ball be.sated in, 
ferthy: except deselations upon Babylon—the — n dus lime. hays which 1) 


wame. which as made ail nations drink of 


. — * — 
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} 
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na: creeds clash with tres, 


— — — — — 


your redemption draweth nigh. Pear met, little] ~systeme with systems—confusion, tumult and 


floek—the kingdom is yours, until I come.— 


Behold I come quickly; even so. Amen... 
“Rad le of the’ Lord 12 Par. 
e, was: 
‘ Réwelatton to Edward Partridge, given Decem- 
ber, 1830. 


Thur sith the Lord God, the mighty One|) 


of Israel, behold I say unto you, my servant 
Edward, that you are blessed, end your sine are 
fetgiven you, and you are called to preach my 
Teen as with the voice of a trumpe'; and | 
Will jay my hand upon you by the hand of my 
servant Sidney Rigdon, and you shall receive 


contention iovade the whole esiastical ranks 


—from one of chriatendom to the othe, Verily, 


eman hath sought owt many ioventions;’ bu; 


the apesties knew but one legitimate way. |; 
ie important thet man should ascertain what 
hat way is, for Christ saye, St. John, X: 1 
ly, verily I say unto you, he that entereth 
not by the door, into the sheep fuld, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is 
thief and a robber.“ But we must hasten, 
John, III: 23; ‘And Johnalso was baptizing 


Spirit, the Holy Ghost, even the Comſorter, in Enon, near to Salim, because there was 


m 

which bull teach you the pescoable things of 
‘ewe kingdom: and you shall declare it with = 
load voice, — Hosanna, blessed be the 
name of the most high God. , 


much water there zand ‘they came and were bap- 
tized.’ Wherever we read of John’s baptizing 


| the people, be ws generally in some place where 


And now this calling and commandment] there is much water. A helfgi!l is an abend- 
give I unto you concerning all men, that 88 ente for some of the enlightened clergy in the 


and Joseph Smith, jr., embracing this 
calling and commandment, shall be ordained 


and sept forth to preach the everlasting gospel 
among the nations, crying repentance, saying. 
_Bave youreelves from this untoward generation, 
aad come forth out of the fire, hating even the 
garments spotted withthe 

,, And this commandment shall be given 
yntethe elders of my church, that every man 
which will embrace it with singleness of heart. 
may be ordained and sent forth, even as I have 
spoken. am Jesus Christ, the Son of God: 
wherefere gird vp your loins, and I will sud- 
denly come to my temple; even so. Amen. 

(To be Continued.) 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


Rigen shall come before my servants Sidne 


; [For the Times and Seasons. | 
BAPTISM—THE MODE OF ITS ADMIN. 
YTRATION—ITS EFFICACY—Dkz. MO- 
OF THE RELIGIOUS 
WORLD—THE APOSTACY, &c. Ke. 
(Contiaued.) 
Tartor :— 

We have now clearly shown there is but one 
true mode of baptism, and we have shown pret. 
ty clearly that that is by immersion. ; But more 
of this hereafter. Then, if the apostles tefl of 


nmeteenth century. Verily there is notbing 
under the sun thet the march of seienee and 
humbug—those great twin-brothers of the age 
—have not modified and changed from their 
pristine beauty! Acts, VIII: 36, 37, 38; ‘And 
as they went on their way, they came unio 3 
certain water: and the eunuch said, see, here is 
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized ?— 
And Philip said, if thou believest with all thy 
heart, thou mayest. And be answered and 
said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God. And he commanded the chariot to stand 
still: and they went down both into the water, 


both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized 
|| him.’ Went both ‘down into the wate:!’ If you 


could have lived a little longer upon earth, 1 
more easy and genteel way would have been 
worked out for you, through the great inven- 
tions of man. Enlightened and refined society 
are not so vulgar as to go down into the water 
to be baptized. How ridiculously absurd it 
would be to lead one of the elite of the popular 


|| world, muffed in silks and satins, down into the 


dark waters of the great Mississippi, for the non- 
essential purpose of being baptized. It is thought 
much more appropriate, and our learned divines 
(vice men) lay it down as a correct mode, to be 
baptized upon dry land, by receiving a drop or 


9g SERB ER SEE 


bat one way of baptising, the sectarian world two of the holy water upon the forehead, con- 
are thrown into-a very singular dilemma! veyed there upon the very tip of the priest's 
would advise them to look into the matter, and attenuated finger. But, perhaps the magnanimi- 
if they cannot compromise with the sposties, | ty of men have adopted this system because of 
by entering inte some friendly treaty, they its greater refinement, and therefore we ought 
must, of necessity build their churches upon f not to say that it is not scriptural! We beg per- 
sandy foundations, which when the floode don, gentlemen. Romans, Wi: 3, 4,5, 6; ‘Know 
come,’ and the ‘storms beat’ ageinat them will ye not, that so many of us as were baptized in- 
ye in danger of being washed away. Our Bev, ito Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death?— 
ior has marked out the way, and made it so#T) we are buried with him by baptiem 
plain, ing aman though a fool: need not err} into death; that like es Christ was raised up 
therein,’ yet disorganization characterioee ‘the © from the dead by the giory of the Father, even 
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should walk in new. zess of life, For g and all passed through the sea; and were all 
if we have been planted together in the likeness|j baptized unto Moses, in the cloud and in the 
of his death, we shall be also in the likeness off sea’ We conclude there would not have been 
his resurrection. Knowing this, that our old much necessity for sprinkling, in the case cited 
man is crucified with him, that the body of sin here. Asa matter of course they were net 
might be distroyed, that henceforth we should | sprinkled, for the apostle says they were all bap- 
not serve him.’ It appears from the context, tied in the sea. When men learn the foree and 


that the ordinance of baptism was instituted as meaning of the English language, they will lean 
a type, or figure, to represent the burial and res ·¶ that they cannot be 1» the sea without being bo- 


. grection of our Savior. Immersion is certainly |] neath the surface of it. How can a man be in 


a correct figure, and represents his burial and a house without being within its walls and be- 

resurrection exactly. It is a better symbol of it, neath its roof? But some will contend that a 

at all events, than the symbol of sprinkling.— person can be in the sea without being entirely 

For we ask all common sense, how a man can| buried from sight by its water. We conclude 

be ‘baptized into Jesus Christ,’ ‘baptized into|| that when the apostle talks of a man, he means 

his death,’ be buried with him by baptism into] the whole body ofa man, and not a particulaz 

death, and be ‘planted together in the likeness limb or member of the body. It takes all the 

of his death,’ in a single drop or even a bucket | members of the body to form the man, there 

of water. It is an impossibility. In order to] fore, if you cover the hand or foot in water, the 

represent this matter as the apostles intended, man is still above the surface, consequently;,he 

according to the language and fair construction} has not been in the water at all. So, if you bap- 

of the context, the officer who administers, to- tize the forehead, or hand of an individual, his 

gether with the candidate, must go ‘down both forehead or hand alone has been ‘buried in beg- 

into the water,’as did Philip and the eunuch and tism,' and all other members of the body remain 

the body ofthe candidate must be immersed, or | unburied; consequently the individual has net 
buried in the water. The body must be covered |] been baptized, because the burial was not com- 
or overwhelmed by the liquid wave. To illus-|| plete. The similitude of the death and resur- 
trate; if you place a corpse upon the brink of af rection of the Savior is imperfect. As the whole 
grave, above the surface of the earth, and throw} body of Christ was buried in the tomb and ree 
a shovel of dirt upon the coffin, will it bury him? urree ted therefrom, so must the whole body of 
Again, if you place a candidate for baptism up- the candidate be buried in the waters of baptism 
on the margin of a stream, above the surface of and raised therefrom. Otherwise there is an 
the water, and sprinkle a gill of water in his imperfect representation. These arguments, we 
face, will he be buried with him,’ in the ‘like-|| anticipate will be conceded to by all. Why? 
ness of his death?“ The answer must be em- Because they are just such common sense argu- 
phatically in the negative. And then the act] ments as reason will suggest to the mind of eve- 
of raising the body of the candidate from the ry reasonable man. Heb., X: 223 ‘Let un draw 
bowels of the limpid tide, is an exact and sub- near with a true heart, in assurance ef faith» 
lime representation, or ‘likeness of his resurree- having our hearts sprinkled frem an evil con 
tion.“ O, wisdom!—how has your understand-|| science, and our bodies washed with pure we- 
ing become darkened, that you cannot under-|jter.? The apostle mentions sprinkling here, but 
stand the simple things of the kingdom of God! his meaning is clearly deſinod. It only extends 
‘Blind leaders of the blind!’ Instead of walking} to the sprinkling of the heart, and when he 
ap before the great mirror of heavenly intelli- comes to speak of the way the body is to be.re- 
gence, (the Bible) and letting the full blaze of] generated, he washes it with ‘pure water.” As 
truth, of light, and gospel beauty, reflect upon to sprinkling the heart with water, every person 
your souls, you grope your way through a vast of sense, who understands the formation of the 
domain of darkness and error, aud your under- human system, knows this would be an impos- 
standing becomes lost in the sable labyrinths o | sibility; consequently we infer that the apostle 
your own folly and ignorance. In the language alluded to the heart's being sprinkled in some. 
of the scripture, you ‘look through a glass dark- other way. How it is, we do not pretend to 
ly.’ Again, the apostle says, Col., JI: 12; Bu- say. No doubt the apostle understood himself, 
ried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are and whenever he expresses himself in a manner 
risen with him through the faith of the opera-jj at all ambiguous, we are disposed to leave the 
tion of God, who hath raised him from the deed.’ || spiritualizing machine of the sectarian world, 
This passage renders it so plain that comment to root out the mystery. At all events there ie 
is not necessary. Ist Col., X. 1,2; Moreover no authority here-for sprinkling the body, for Re 
drethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant body is to be washed with pure water.. 
how that all our fathers were under the cloud, 1 After this array of incontestible proofs, we 
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believe the reader cannot be in any doubt of the 
way in which the ordinance of baptism was ad- 
ministered in the primitive church. We will 
therefore leave the subject of its proper admin- 
istration, and pass on to the examination of oth- 
er points. 

*You have shown that baptism by immersion 
is correct,’ says one, but I am not entirely con- 
vinced that it is really essential.’ Very well, sir. 
We will see what the Bible says about it. Acts, 
Il: 87, 38; Now when they heard this, they 
were pricked in their hearts, and said unto Pe- 
terand to the rest of the apostles, men and breth- 
ren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto 
them, repent and be baptized every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.’ Peter tells his interrogators to repent 
and be baptized for the remission of sins. Well, 
then, if it is necessary for sins to be remitted, it 
is of paramount importance that you should be 
baptized. But one will say, ‘Peter’s instruc- 
tions was confined to the people present on the 
day ot Penticost; therefore they are not binding 
upon us.“ Youare under a mistake. After Pe- 
ter had told them what to do, he says in the fol. 
lowing verse, ‘For the promise is unto you and 


‘to your children, and to all that are afar off, 


even as many as the Lord our God shall call.’— 
Then this promise extends to the latest period 
of time, to all that are afar off;’ and as all man- 
kind are called to repentance, of course it is ne- 
cessary that every son and daughter of Adam 
should be baptized. One may wish to know 
what this promise is that extended to all that 
are afar off. We answer, itis the promise of 
redemption by repentance and baptism, for the 
remission of sins. Again, John, I: 11, 12, 13; 
‘He came unto his own, and his own received 
him not; but as many as received him, to them 
gave he powerto become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name: which were 
born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God.“ Being born 
of God, is to show forth the death and resurrec- 
tion of God, by immersion, as we have before 
shown. ‘But as many as received him, (that is 
by baptism) to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God.’ If this great blessing was 
conferred upon those who were baptized, and 
withheld from those who were not, then we 
contend that it is a very essential ordinance, and 
is necessary to be attended to. But the follow- 


ing passage puts the question beyond the reach 
of controversy. We look upon it as positive. 


John III: 3, 4, 5; Jesus answered and said un- 
to him, verily, verily I say unto thee, except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God. Nicodemus seith unto him, bow cap a 


man be born when he oro 
second time into his mother’s womb and be born? 
Jesus answered, verily, verily I say unto thee, 
except a man be born of water and of the spir- 
it he cannot enter into the kingdam ef God. 
Why! Because the Savior has made that the 
only entrance into the kingdom. | 

The Savior's doctrine upon this point 
may seem rather hard to some, but we cannot 
help that. How often have we ‘heard ;people 
say that if a man walks according to the bes 
light he hos, they believed he would be saved: 
We believe so to. But the light which ther 
have is the Bible. Then all men have the 
same light. The Bible lays down but one rule 
for mankind to walk by—points out but ono 
road to heaven—teaches but oue set of princi- 
ples—contains but one code of |laws—but one 
kind of ordinances—and these aro laid down so 
plain, and ore mado so clear to the understan. 
ding of every rational man, that ‘he that run- 
neth may read’ and understand. God is no te- 
spector of persons. He has but one way of 
dealing with man, in all oges of the world. He 
requires the same things of the people in the 
nineteenth century that he did of those of the 
first. When he organized his church, he made 
laws for the government of it, and we have no 
Bible testimony that they have ever been re- 
pealed. Now every person knows that any 
particular law is neld good and continues in full 
force and effect until it is repcaled, and it can- 
not be repealed by an improper tribunal. Be- 
fore a repeal can be legal, that repeal must be 
made by such a court as the constitution re- 
gognizes as having jurisdiction in the case.— 
We cheerfully acknowledge that the laws and 
regulations that are now emplanted in the dif 
ferent churches are not the same as governed 
the apostolic church. But this is the work of 
man, not God. The prophet Isaiah clearly 
foresaw thie when he said, (Isaiah, XXIV: 5;) 
‘The earth also is defiled under the inbabi- 
tants thereof; because they have transgressed 
the laws, changed the ordinance, brok ens 
everlasting covenant.’ But one will say that 
this passage alludes to something that had al- 
ready transpired, when the prophet spoke it, 
because it ie written in the past tense, We 
conclude that this certainly cannot be the case, 
from the reading of the verse that immediately 
follows it. Therefore hath the curse devour 
ed the earth, and they that dwell therein sre 
desolate: therefore the iphabitants of the earth 
are burned, and few men left.” Tbis shows thet 
the prophet alludes to something that was te 
transpire long after his day, for in consequence 
of this changing the ordinance, &c, the inhabi- 
tante were burned, and few men left, Thie we 
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knuw, has never yet taken place, But the chau- 
ging of the’ ordinance, we have shown, has al- 
ready been accomplished. But more of this 
Hereafter. Therefore we may look for the time 
yet to come when this burning is to be con- 
summated. Hence we argue the disappearance 
of the priesthood. Paul says: Heb., VII: 12; 
For the priesthood being changed, there is 
made of necessity a change aleo of the law. 
A good rule will work both ways.“ Hence we 
my chat e change of Jaw will accomplish a 
change of priesthood. Thisis a fair conclu- 
sion to come to. But in order to show more 
clearly that the ordinance of baptism has been 
changed and corrupted, we will make a few 
extracts from Dr. Moshiem’s Church History- 
This point we have clearly proven already by 
the Bible, (which is the best evidence,) but as 
men place such great confidence in the state- 
ments of commentators and historians, we feel 
disposed to gratify them. Dr. Moshiem is an 
unquestionable authority. On page 27, firs; 
paragraph, it reads as follows: The rites insti- 
tuted byChrist himself,were only two in, numbe- 
and these were intended to continue to the end 
of the church here below, without any varia- 
fion. Thess rites were daptism and the holy 
supper, which are not to be considered ns mere 
ceremonies, nor yet as sym bolic representations 
énly, but also as ordinances with a sanctifying 
influence upon the heart, and the affections of 
true christians.” This goes to strengthen our 
argument, that baptiem is essential to salvation, 
and that the ordinance must not be treated as 
anon-essential. It also goes to establish our 
asseriion, that God has but one way of dealing 
with men, and that the ordinances which he 
instituted were to continue in the church 
through all ages whenever a true church shou'd 
exist. We disagree, however, with the learned 
author in his statement that Christ placed in 
his church nocrdinances but those ment'oned 
He certainly erea ed the ordinance of laying on 
honds, anointing with oil, Ke. St Luke, XII: 
1. 12. 13; And beho'd there was a woman 
which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, 
and was bowed together, and could in no wise 
lift herself. And when Jesus saw her, he 
called her to him, and eaid unto her: Woman. 
thou art loosed from thine infirmity. And he 
laid his hands on her, and immediately she wos 
made straight, and glorified God“ Again: St 
Mark. VIII: 22, 23, 24,25; „And he came to 
Bethsadia, and they bring & b'ind man unto 
him; and besought him to touch him. And he 
took the blind man by the hand, and led him 
out of thd to and when he had epit on his 
eyes, and put Me ands upon him, We asked 
him if he saw ‘And he looked up and 


suid, Isee men astrees walking. After tha 

he put his hands again upon his eyes, — 
made bim look up: end he was restored ond 
saw every man clearly.’ See St. Mark, VI: 5; 
‘And he [Jesus] could there do no mighty 
works, save that he laid his hands upona few 
sick folk, and healed them. St. Mark IV: 40; 
‘Now, when the sun was setting, all they that 
had any sick,with diverse diseases brought them 
unto kim; and he laid his hands on every, one 
of them, and healed them.“ St. Mark, V; ‘And 
besought him greatly, eaying, my little daughe 
ter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, 
come and lay thy hands upon her, and she shal! 
live.“ St. Mark, XVI: 18; *They shall take 
up serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing 
it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hends on 
the sick and they shall recover’? St. Mark, X: 
16; ‘And he took them up in his arms and bles 
sed them.’ The following proves the ordinance 
of anointing with oil. St. Mark VI: 13; ‘And 
they cast out many devile, and anointed with 
oil many that were sick, aud healed them. — 
Let him that readeth understand. When the 
Savior appeared unto the Eleven, after hie res- 
urrection from the tomb, he gave the following 
instructions. St. Mark, XVI: 15, 16, 17, 18: 
And he said unto them, ‘go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature, 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, 
but he that believeth not shall be damned. And 
these signs shall follow them that believe: Ia 
my name shall they cast out devils, they shall 
speak with new tongues, they shall take up 
serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing it 
shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands. on 
the sick, and they shall recover.“ This quote- 
tion showsthe necessity of baptism, and that 
the ordinance of laying on of hands should con- 
tinue in his church. These were the last. in- 
structions that were given the apostles by ths 
Savior, previous to his asscention into heaven, 
and taking his seat at the right hand of the Fa- 
ther, as will be seen from the veise that follows 
in the Bible. Then, upon what authority do 
men say that these things are done away?— 
Surely not upon the authority of the Bible.— 
We find further instructions in first Peter, : 
14; “Is any sick among you? let him eall for 
the elders of the church, and let them pray over 


him, annointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord” These evidences we deem conclusive; 
anc however mucha wicked and gen- 
eration. may. laugh and eneer at the ides af 
there ordinances, gifts gud blessings being e 
tinued in the ‘church, we care not, It ie't 
doctrine of the Bible, and that will beardewn 
all the arifal subteriuges, scofis and 
dogmas of the nineteenth cenlutxg. 
ales. 
(Pe be Continued 
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(Tor the Times and Seasons.) 
PHYSICIAN HEAL THYSELF. 

A wotice appeared, not long since, in the 
public prints, that Parseas Camr, a Revolction- 
ary Patriot, was dead, aged ninety-nine year: 
and six months. The writer of this exit says: 
“Temperance in eating and drinking, anc 
avoiding medicine &c., left him in the enjoyment 
of his faculties, in full onergy, during a long 
life.” He took no medicine until after he wae 
eighty years old. From this fact alone, it ie 
possible that if he had taken no medicine a! 
all, he might have lived to be as old as Moses, 
one hundred and twenty years, 

Another case: Elder Cole of this city, saye 
his grand-father, Jacob Cole, now living in 
Lebanon, New York, is about one hundred 
and fourteen years of age; and he has never ta- 
ken any medicine whatever, and he is in the 
Tull possession of his mental powers, as fur as 
can be expected ut so great an uge. Such cases 
of longevity speak volumes against the com- 
mon practice of medicine; and brings many to 
ne conclusion, that medicine destroys as many 

ves, prematurely, as war. 

The disciples of Jesus Christ, says Mark in 
the 6th chapter and 13th verse of his gospel. 
“anointed many that were sick, with oil, and 
healed them.” And James says: le any sick 
among you? let him call for the elders of the 
ehurch, and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord: and the 
pfayer of faith shall eave the sick What 
heavenly advice; and how consoling to any 
one that ever thought God knew best what is 
best for our infirmities! 

What greater sign of death, and less of faith, 
can be supposed, than to see a physician's horse 
hitched before a sick ones door? Although the 
Savior did not apply the caption of this article, 
to the doctors or physicians, yet itis evident 
from his using it as a proverb, and his disciples 
anointing with oil in all cases of sicknesr, that 
the charch, and the good shepherd, then, had 
no faith in doctors, nor lawycrs, or hypocrites! 

If, in any age, when the church of God had 
power and authority on the earth, a command 
had been received that the doctors had power 
over diseases, and they shall heal the sick, then 
the trade might have flourished under a sacred 
eanction; and al! the world could have branded 
Jeremiah as a falee prophet, for saying, „ Thus 
saith the Lord: cursed Bt THE MAN THAT TRUST- 
ru m man, and maketh ficsh hie arm, and whose 
heart departeth from the Lord.” O saints, 
seints! the just shall live by faith! No doubts 
but cases may occur, where medical operation® 
may be' requisite; but generally speaking, 
“‘fierbs and mild food,” with good nursing, 


pocket, than all the nostrums of materia medica. 
P—s. 

There is a good deal of eound common sense 
in the above remarks. We believe that if we 
only had faith, © all things are possible to them 
that believe; and we would not plead our 
wont of faith. As christiens, we ought to be 
ashamed of ourselves: as believers in the Bible, 
and as Latter Day Saint, our faith ought to be 
firm and unshaken. But if we have not faith 
to be healed, as many of us have not, then we 
‘himk our course is clearly defined in the ſol- 
low ng words: 

And again it shall come to pass, that he that 
has faith in me to be healed, and is not appoint- 
ed unto death, shall be healed: he who has 
faith to see, shall see: he who has faith to hear, 
shall hear: the lame who have faith to leap, 
sha'l leap: apd those who have not faith todo 
these things, but believe in me, have power to be 


come my sons; and ia um a: they break not my 


laws, THOU SHALT BEAR THEIR INFIRMITIES .”— 
And ogain: “ And whosoever among you are 
sick, and have not faith to be healed, but believe, 
shull be nourished with all tenderness, will 
herbs and mild food, and thit not by the hand of 
an enemy. And the elders of the church, 
two or more, shall be called, and shall pray 
fur, and lay their bands upon them in my pame, 
and if they die, they shall die unto me, and if 
they live, they shall live unto me.“ Docttine 
and Covenants, Section XIII. 

From these testimonies, it is very evident 
that the Lord expected that all men would no: 
have faith to be healed; that if they had not 
faith to be healed, we must not condemn them; 
but“ bear with their infirmities,” inasmoch ss 
they break not his laws. Again: if persons 
have not faith to be healed, but believe, they 
are to be“ nour shed with all tenderness, wit 
herbs, and m ld food” 

The next question which necessarily ariser, 
is, who is to administer those herbs? The book 
of Doctrine and Covenant says, they are no! 
10 be administered by the hands of an enemy. 
Who, then, isto administer? Are all heads of 
families? We should presume that all are not 
competent. We presume that nine-tenthe of 
the buman family, neither understand the phys- 
iology of the human system, the nature and ef- 
fects of disease, nor the medicinal properties 
of herbs; and under such circumstances would 
not be competent to administer at all. Herbe 
are to be used, and mild food; but those herbs 
are to be used by skillful. bands, if we are b 
judge by the ſollowiag: And agsin, tobacco 

is not for the body, peither for the belly; and 
is pot good for man; bat is am herb for bruises 
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cane, tube weed wish judgment 
and skill,” We would sek here, does God take 
care of an ue Init meceasary, that they should 
be admipiateted unto with judgment end skill! 
snd we would again ask, is not the bealth of 
man of more value than many cattle? or are 
we to be more reckless of human life, than we 
are commanded to be of ihe beoata of the field? 
The answer to theese questions, is obvious 
every reflecting mind. 


We should judge, then, from the above, wat 


EFFECT OF 
TRavatizn w Asia-The Ange 
burg Gazette of July 31, contains the n. 
ing letter from Tiſſie, of June ah: 

The Comet, which has been so afien spoken. 
of in the journals, was seen at Erivan on the 
24th of February. Thus it was discevered in 
a provincial town in Russia sooner (hep in the 
southern ceuntries of Europe, while in the eap- 
itol of our colusal empire the astronomers have 
not seen it, though they were provided with en 


a person who is acquainted with the physiolc-|| exeellent refractor. The eppestance of..this 


gy of the human system, and the nature and 
medicinal properties of herbs, is more compc- 
tent to judge of thoee things, and to adminis- 
ter with judgment and skill, than the une who 
is ignorant, both of the organization of the hu- 
man system, of the medicinal properties of 
herbe, and of the nature and effects of disease. 

It is also evident that, if there is any 
danger, of wrong, in the administration of 
herbs, it is from their being in the hands of ur- 
skillful men, and particularly in the hands of an 

On reviewing the whole subject, we cannot 
but regret that, os sainte, we have not all faith, 
either to be healed, or to cast ourselvce into the 
bands of God, and whether we live, live unto 
God, or whether we de, die unto the Lord.“ 
But inasmuch as all have not faith, those that 
are strong onglii not to condemn the weak, in- 
usmuch as they make a judicious means of those 
things which the Lord, in his mercy, has been 
pleased to provide, end sppyint for the infira i- 
ties and dieeases of humun nature. 

Weare aware that this community have been 
a good deal imposed upon by quacks; that nos- 
trams of all kinds have been administered by 
injudicious hands. producing the most deleter- 
ious effeets; and that many have-slept in the 
dust, who, if they had been let alone, would 
still have been in the land of the living; but 
that is no reason why those who have not faith 
should not be sided by herbe, administered with 
caro and skill by judicious hands. If the 
heads of families are themeelves acquainted 
with the nature of digenses, the medicinal pro- 
perties af herbs, and the mode of compounding, 
preparing end applying them, so much the bet- 
ter. If they are not, the advice and counsel of 
those better informed, we think, could not be 
injurious, 

We have made these remarks, not 20 mueh 
with a view to inatruct, or give counsel in those 
matters which we consider to be of a delicate 
nature,.ae to lay before pur brethren and sisterp 
the testimony of the yord of the Lord on the 


epbjeact, that, they. for 
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celestial body has bed a singular infuence on 
the separatists in the Getmen ¢olopies of Gepr- 
gia. These colonists, who quitted twenty- 
seven years since, their country, Wurtemburg. 
to goto Jerusalem, believing that the end of 
the world was approaching, allowed themselves 
to be prevailed upon by reasonable representa- 
tions to remain in Georgia—joined to other 
German emigrants, who did not share their re 

ligious enthusiasm, they peopled the new set- 
tlements of Alexandereorf, New Tiffis, Marien- 
feld, Elizabeththal, Katherimenfeld and Hel- 
enendort. —They lived in these villages, and 
gave themselves up peaceably to their labors.— 
Their wealth increased evory day, and they 
seemed to have forgotten entirely their pilgrim- 
age to Jerusalem, though they still remained 
separate from the Church. 

For the last year or two, their ancient reh- 
gious desires was revived. Young and old 
men all felt themselves seized with a pious at- 
dor to see the Holy Sepulchre. The prophe- 
cies of a distinguished family of Katherinen- 
field supported their zeal and enthusiasm, and 
finally, when the comet appeared, they regard- 
ed it as a guide sent from heaven, and sold all 
their estates and refunded to the Crown the ad- 
vances they bad received from it. The rieh 
paid for the poor, the residue of their property 
was given to any individuals who presented 
themselves, and thus from three to four hun- 
dred persons, anong whom were old men, Wo 
men and children, set out without money. 
and on foot, to Jerusalem, in the firm persua- 
sion that God would help them through all the’ 
dangers which threatened them, in such 8 long 
journey in the minds of barbarous countries. 

Well disposed people sought to divert them 
from this disasttous resolution. In their teli- 
gious enthusiaem the separatists disdained all 
advice. The gevernot general of the Trine 
Caucagin provinces, M. de Meidhart, a man of 
a generous mind, who joins to a vigorous } ue 
tice the most distinguished are aly 


‘forts to make the colonists understand th 


2 this rash expedition. Hayjn * band — 4 
immovable in their be @ 
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ically; or in other words, according to the lim- 


and pustoins the spheres—if we could commune 


ond compreherd the intelligence that dwellsin 
the bosom of God, the mystery would be solv- 
ed, the difficulty would paes away. and our scep- 
ticism, and ignorance, would be buried in ever- 
lasting oblivion, 


sus Christ—his appearing in humen natuie—his 
death and resprrection, ascension and glorifica- 
tion, as being necessary for the salvation of the 
human family—who can comprehend it? Paul 
exclaims, „great is the mystery of god'iness; 
God was manifested inthe flesh, justified in 
the spirit, seen of onge's, preached unto the 
Gontilee, believed on by the world, received up 
10 glory.“ In fact, the whole plan of salvation, 
from first to lest, is of that nature which de. 
mands our faith in the word, works, and reve- 
tions of Goc—and without which it would, 
to us, be entirely incomprehensible. 


oy aceount of the many queries that we fre- 
quently. hear expressed, both by the world and 
by the church, concerning the things of God, 

particularly when anythin is adyanced with 
which we are not familiar, which i is contrary to 
our possessed opinions, or our lon “eatab- 
tishe: usa ges. We try to ‘reconcile everything 
to our reason; and if . 


interest with: we Paclras of Be juzid and Elze- 
rotim.” As the ‘religious of these 
colonists reacted on other colonis'#, and as the 
numbet of their proselytes ‘continued to in- 
crease, their departure was consldered an ad 
vantage to the settlements, as families to the 
who arrived from Germany wanted 
good lund to ‘cultivate. The places left vacant 
by the pilgrims were soon filled up by — new 
atrivals:— Boston Advertiser. 
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_ MYSTERY OF GODLINESS. 
(Continued from page 314.) 

If we turn attention to the ceremonial law— 
the divers washings, anointings, sprinklinge, 
eactifices, feasts end ordinances, that were per- 
formed under the Mosaic economy, we find as 
mueh difficulty in accounting for it, philosoph- 


ited philosophy of men. If we could compre- 
hend that philosophy which controls the ele. 
ments, regulates the universe, that organu'zed 


with angels, unravel the secrets of eternity, 


We here might refer to the atonement of Je- 


We have been lead to make these remarks 


think if we omy préce the 
scriptures, we'shodld Have’ some’ 

Conterning the fltet of these, we ‘ate 
lively tofd that, no man knows thé thingy af 
God, but by the epirit of God Now, if we 
do not, nor cannot, by our own: understanding, 
comprehend the things of God, and if the pro- 
ductions of our most enlarged capacities; ovr 
refined ideas, and the greatest stretch of human 
wisdom is called folly by God: and if the fool. 
ish ness of God is greater than the wisdom of 
men, how consummate is that folly which 
would reject the counsel of God, because we 
cannot comprehend it? And relative to their 
being no precedent, if any cireumstances 
should transpire, for which there is no prece 
dent, would that alter the course of God? or 
do away with a correct principle? Verily no. 
What precedent had Noah for building an 
Ark? or what scripture testimony? Where 
was it written in the scriptures that Sodom and 
Gomorrah should be destroyed? and that Lot 
and his friends were to leave it? or where could 
Moses find it written in the scriptures that he 
was to lead the children of Jstnel from Egypt 
to Palestine? If these men had waited untij 
they had some scriptural proof, they never 
would have escaped the danger, ot have ge- 
complished the work which they did. It was 
by faith that men waxéd valiant in fight, es- 
caped the edged of the sword, put to flight the 
armies of the alicns, received their dead to life, 
were translated, overcome the world, resisted 
the fiery flames, and obtained a celestial in- 
heritance; and not by blind undelief, or the 
false reasuning of men. 

Under these circumstances, what consum- 
mate folly it 1s for men, who profess to believe 
in the Bible, to reject everything which they 
cannot comprehend. We had like to have said 
that this reasoning might become an Infidel— 
but could not in anywise comport with the pro- 
ſecsed faith of a Christian. But even here we 
should fail. The Infidel philosopher eould not 
mike his more ignorant brother understand 
many philosophical truisms that would be per- 
fectly intelligible to him, and that he would be 
capable of demonstrating. Would this un- 
learned man be justified in rejecting everything 
that he could not comprehend? Certainly not. 

Let us carry ‘the thing further, and we shell 
find that the most wise comprchend but 5 
Who con tell us how a blade of grass, o 
eat of corn grows? or yet less. how a grain ot 
sand i sformed? Who can in förch us how this 
world Was organized?” pattit out ‘the Ghaniberd 
of light and baat; Ur teln bs How the ond 
eptrit of man ‘is ‘Yel, however —— 


e should fail in this, we 


cable to us, those things do 
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Odi ehem ihem, até governed by cer 
uin “ate under thed rection of given 
lawa, end are orgenized, limited, goveraed, 
consitained and directed aecording to the 
drictest principles of true philorophy. 

We are told frequently by unbelievers, that 
they do not understand certain principles, and 
consequemily cannot receive them. The scrip- 
ures; however, which those persons profes to 
believe, say that “no man knoweth the things 
of God, but by the spirit of God.“ If, there- 
fore, they have not obeyed the gospel, and 
obtained the spirit of God through ubedience, 
they are not, and cannot be competent judges, 
according to their own acknowledged rulc.— 
With more plausibility will many of our breth- 
ren come forward and say, we cannot under- 
stand, and yet we have obeyed the form of doc- 
trine delivered unto us—we have been baptie- 
ed, have had honds laid on us, have received 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, and perhaps have 
had the gift of tongues, the gift of healing, and 
wauy other gifts, and yet there are many 
things which we do not understand. How are 
wetoreconcile this? Paul says, “to one is 
given the gift of faith; to another the gift of 
tongues; to another the gift of prophesy; to 
another the gift of wisdom,” &c., and then 
furtber aske, “co all prophesy? doall speak in 
tongues? do all interpret?” If they do not, 
then of course, one cannot understand anoth- 
ers gift. And why? Because it is not his 
gifl, and he cannot understand it. The body 
is not one member, but many, and all thes- 
members make the one body. The hand is not 
the head, nor the foot the e¢ar—each member 
performs its proper office inthe body. The 
foot cannot hear, nor the band see, yet arc 
they members of the body, and, perform their 
proper functions—end if this ie the situation of 
the natural body, so itis in regerd to the spir- 
All do not prophesy; all do not speak 
in, ot interpret tomgues; all do not possess the 
gift.of wisdom.and knowledge; all are nat se- 
quainted with the mysteries af the kingdom 
sad consequently cannot comprehend them.— 
But we fear that there is a greater difficulty, 
than this io the way, and one that is of ourown 
making. We are plainly teld that “every 
good and perfect gift proceeds from the father 
of lights, in whom there is no ‘variabléners, nor 
odor of turning.” The question very natn’ 
fully arises, how are we to get in possession of 


these Ne, graces and blestitigs? ? 
Peter iu his second epistte, after speakirig of 
the précious faith which the church had o& 


tated, 16 whom he Wrote, ‘hrodgh the 
‘OF God, und sui’ Bavior Frade 


—é— 
‘point, in the following words: 2 
Peter, 1; 4—9 Wbereby ere given unto 


| young men, because ye are strong and have 


ted very useful oh 


us exceeding great and precious promises: tha 
hy these ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 


the world throagh lust. And besides thie, giv- 


ing all dilligence, add to your faith virtue, 
ta virtue knowledge; and to knowledge tem- 
perance; and to temperance patience; and to 
1 godliness; and to 4 brotherly 
indness; and to brotherly kindness charity.— 
For if these things be in you and abound, they 
make you that ye ehall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. But he that lacketh these things is 
blind, and cannot see pfar off, and hath forgot- 
ten that he was purged from his old sins.” 


From this it would seem that however pure 
our faith may have been, and however glorious 
our privileges, yet if we ourselves do not add to 
our faith virtue, temperance, knowledge, 
patience, brotherly kindness, charity and god- 
liness, we shall yet be ignorant; we shall vet 
he * blind an i cannot see afar off, and we shall 
in all probability forget that we were once 
purged from our sins. If, therefore, we were 
to show more anxicty afier virtue, patience, 
brotherly kindness, charity and those carcinal 
virtues mentioned by the apostle, we should 
exhibit a more christian-like conduct, be of 
more benefit to society, and be a greater biess- 
ing to the Church of Jeeus Christ, to our fami- 
lies and to the world, than by puzzling our- 
selves with obstruce questions; things which 
are beyond our reach, and strivingto unravel 
mysteries that we cannot comprehend. If we 
know things, it must be through the channel 
ordained of God, and not prematurely, or by s 
prying, captious or quarrelsome dispoeition 
And if we should be ever so pure, vir uous and 
sincere in our intention, it takes time and ex- 
perience to put us in possession of a knowl- 
edge of the things of God. There must be a 
progression, “first the blade then the ear, and 
then the full corn in the ear,’ children, young 
men, and fathers. John says, ‘1 write unto you 
little children, because your sins are forgiven 
you, for his names’ sake. I write unte you 


overcome the wicked one. I wr.te unto vou 


fathers, because ye have known him that is 
from the beginning,’ 
Here then are the various gradations, and 


we cennot expecta child to act like, nor pos 
seas the knowledge of a man; and if we seea 
man acting like a child, we say he ought to 
‘put away childish things.’ 

But independent of all these things; godliness 
is said to be a mystery, a great mystery; there 
are lengths and breadths, and height», and 
principalities, and powers, visions and revela- 
tions, the ministeriog of anges, and of theapir- 
no of just men made perfect; and gifts a*@ or 
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‘ keth better things than that of Abel.“ Those 


— 

dinances, and bleseings, and things conceining 
ourselves in eternity, which we cannet cor- 
ceive of, unless revealed unto ve. We have 
made very little proficiency in some of these 
things, compared with what the Hebrew church 
had. Paul says, Heb. XII: 22, 24; “But ye 


are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city 
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 


and to an innumerable company of angels.“ — 
“And to Jesus the mediator of the new cove- 
pant, and to the blood of eprinkling, that spea- 


saints by faith, diligence, end perseverance 
had come into the presence of angels, thespirit® 
of juet men made perfec’, to Jesus the mediator 
of the new covenant, and to God the judge o 
all. They had witnessed bis glory, seen his 
power, associated with his angele, beheld the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and bad the 
heavens opened to their view. These were 
men of like passions with ur, encompassed 
about with infirmities and weaknees, but by 
faith, virtue, perseverance, had attained those 
blessings, aud have jeft usa pattern that we 
should igead in their steps. 

We repeat it again, it would be more wise 
for us to seek God in his own appointed 
way, than to puzzle ourselves about questions 
that we cannot understand. How do we know, 
but that men, in this day. may be similail) 
situated with Paul, in his day! He said tha! 
he was ‘caught up unto the third heavens, and 
saw things which were not lawful for man t 
utter.“ But it may be said they were heaven!) 
pure, glorious, and why not lawful? We mus: 
leave Paul to answer that question, and content 
ourselves with knowing that he has said it;— 
and if God was to reveal himselfin these days 
to persone, as he did to Paul, there might be 
something too great, incomprehensible and 
mysterious for man in general to understand, 
and for society to be acquainted with; it might 
be as unlaw ful te utter now, as in Paul's day; 
and might, by coming in contact with thei) 
prejudices, preposessions and habits, prove a 
stumbling-block, even to the Latter Day Saints. 
Bat if we act wisely, prudently and judicivus- 
ly, and walk in the steps of Paul, we may ob- 
tain the same intelligence, in the tame way, 
and then instead of stumbling at othere, or be- 
ing ourselves a stumbling-block ‘our path will 
be that ofthe just which shineth brighter end 
brighter, unto the perfect day; ond after wur- 
ring a good warfare, by patient continuence in 
well doing, we shall be crowned with glory, 
honor, immortality, and eternal life.’ 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 
Know all men by these te, before 


Avams, ie fully authorized and eqn 

‘this time forth to travel from place Place, 
to raise money by donatlone, contfibutions, or 
collections, both from the Sein's, and afi fey. 
orable men of the earth, to cesist im 
the Temple of the Lord at Nauvoo: end heis 
empowersd to give a receipt for the same; ead 
our prayer is, that the God of Israel will open 
the hearts of the people, that they may give 
Mberally to assist in roiling forth the pu 

of God in the lest days: and all those who 
give, shall receive the bleesings of God, and be 
rewarded in this world, and the world to come. 
We subscribe ourselves your brethren in 


the bonds of the gospel. 
JOSEPH SMITH, 


HYRUM SMITH, 
Presidents of the 
Church of Jesus Church of 
Latter Day Saints. 
Nauvoo, October 14th, 1843. 


Oli will be seen that the date of the Cos - 
ference minutes, and that of the paper, diss 
gree. We thought that our readers would be 
wishful to have them in this number, and have, 
therefore, published them. As our hands are 
now all well, we hope, ina few weeks, to have 
all the numbers complete. | 
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL CONFERENCE 

Of th: Church of Jesus Chr st of Latter Day 

Saints, held in the City of Nauvoo, commencing 

om the 6th of October. 1843. 

Friday, October 6th, 10 o’clock A. M. 

The weather proving unfavorable, the organi- 
zation of the conference was postponed until 
the next day at 10 o’clock A. M. 

Saturday, 10 o’clock A. M. 

Conference assembled and proceeded to busi- 


* President Joseph Smith was called to the 
chair, and Gustavus Hills chosen clerk. 

Opened with singing by the choir, and prayer 
by elder Almon Babbitt. 

The president stated the items of business to 
be brought before the Conference, to be, 

Ist. The case and standing of elder Sidney 
Rigdon, counsellor to the First Presidency. 

2d. The further progress of the Temple; after 
which, any miscellaneous business. by 
Elder Sidney Rigdon addressed the conference 
on the subject of his situation and cireumstan- 
ces among the saints. 

President Joseph Smith addressed the confer- 
ence, inviting an expression of any charges or 
complaints which the Conference had to make. 
He stated his dissatisfaction with elder Sidney 
Rigdon as a counsellor, not having received any 
material benefit from his labors or counsels since 
their escape from Missouri. Several complaipts 
were then brought forward in reference to his 
management in ihe Post Office; a supposed cor- 
respondepce and connection with John C. Bep- 
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a treachero haracter: a ception in the city ¢ Quincy, alte his escape 
leaguing with dishonest persons in endeavor- from Missouri—the cause of his delay in net 
ing to defraud the innocent. going to the city of Washington, on an express. 


President Joseph Smith related to the Conſer- to which he had been appointed—and closed 
noe the detention of documents from J. Butter- with a moving appeal to President Joseph Smith 
feld, Kaq., which were designed for the benefit concerning their former friendship, associations 
of himself, (President Smith,) but was not han- and sufferings, and expressed his willingness to 
ded over for some three or four weeks, greatly || resign his place, though with sorrowful and in- 
his disadvantage. Also, an indirect testimo-|/describable feelings. During this address, the 
sy from Missouri, through the mother of Orin||sympathies of the congregation were highly ex- 
p. Rockwell, that said Rigdon and others had cited. 

given information, by letter, of President Smiths? Elder Almon Babbitt related a conversation 
mit to Dixon, advising them to proceed to that|| he had had with Esq. Johnson, in which he ex- 
place and arrest him there. He stated that in onerated elder Sidney Rigdon from the charge 
consequence of those, and other circumstances>|| or suspicion of having had a treacherous corres- 
ind his unprofitableness to him as a counsellor, pondence with Ex-Governor Carliti. 

de did not wish to retain him in that station, President Joseph Smith arose and satisfacto- 
unless those difficulties could be removed ; but rily explained to the congregation the supposed 
desired his salvation, and expressed his willing-||treacherous correspondence with Ex-Governor 
den that he should retain a place among the Carlin, which wholly removed suspicion from 
ulnts. elder Sidney Rigdon, and from every other per- 

Elder Almon Babbitt suggested the propriety son. He expressed entire willingness to have 
of limiting the complaints and proofs to circum-|| elder Sidney Rigdon retain his station, provided 
dances that had transpired since the last Con- he would magnify his office, and walk and.con- 
ference. duct himself in all honesty, righteousness, and 

President Joseph Smith replied, and showed integrity; but signified his lack of confidence in 
the legality and propriety of a thorough investi-|/his integrity and steadfastness, judging from 
gation, without such limitation. their past intercourse. 

Elder Sidney Rigdon plead, concerning the President Hyrum Smith followed with sppro- 
documents from J. Butterfield, Esq., that he re- priate and expressive remarks on the attribute 
ceived it in answer to some inquiries which he of mercy in God, as that by which He influ- 
bad transmitted to him—that he received it at ences, controls, and conquers—and the proprie- 
atime when he was sick, and unable to examine y and importance of the saint’s exercising the f 
it—did not know that it was designed for the] same attribute towards their fellows; and espe- 
perusal and benefit of President Joseph Smith— iel! y towords their aged companion and fellow 
that he had, consequently, ordered it to be laid] servant in the cause of truth and righteous- 
aside, where it remained until inquired for by ness. 

Joseph Smith. He had never written to Mis- Elder Almon Babbitt and pres’t. Wm. Lew 
souri concerning the visit of Joseph Smith to] followed with remarksin defence of elder Sid- 
Dixon, and knew of no other person having|| nes Rigdon. 

done so. That, concerning certain rumors o On motion by President William Marke, and 
belligerent operations under Governor Carlin's ,..onded by President Hyrum Smith, Confer- 
administration, he had 14 them, not to alarm ence voted that elder Sidney Rigdon be permit- 
or disturb any one, but that he had the rumors|!ieq to retain his station as Counsellor to the 
from good authorities, and supposed them well Piret Presidency. g 
founded. That he had never received but one Singing by the choir—prayer by pres’t. Wm. 
communication from John C. Bennett, and that Law. 

of a business character, except one addressed Conference ad journed for one hour. 

to him conjointly with Elder Orson Pratt, which Sunday Three o'clock P. M. 
be handed over to President Smith—that he had Conference ussemb'ed, but in consequence 


never written any letters to John C. Bennett. 
The weather becoming inclement, Conference 

edjourned until Sunday 10 o’clock A. M. 

| Sunday, 8th inst., 10 o’clock, A. M. 
Conference assembled agreeably to adjourn- 


of the inclemency of the weather, business wae 
postponed until Monday 10 o’clock A.M. 
Monday 10 o’clock, A. M. 
Conference assembled, and resumed business. 
Singing by the chois—prayer by elder A4. 


ment,and opened with singing by the choir, |! Cutler. 


and ptayer by Elder William W. Phelps. 


Eder Sidney Rigdon resumed his plea of de- 
fence. He related the circumstances of his re- 


| The business pertaining to the Temple was 
| thea sunounced by the President as next in om 
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= 
ider Alpheus Cutler, on the part of the 


Temple Committee, represented the work of 


the Temple to be retarded for want of team 
work and provisions; also of iron, steel, pow- 
der and clothing—giving as his opinien that 
he walls could easily be completed next sea- 
son, if these embarrassments were removed, 
and the brethren would come forwaid to sus- 
tain them in the work with the means that were 
in their hands. 

Elder Reynolds Cahoon followed, seconding 
the remarks of elder Cutler, and setting forth 
the importance of the saints using their utmost 
exertions to fulfil the revelation concerning the 
Temple—earnestly exhorting the saints, here 
and abroad, to roll in the necessary means into 
the hands of the Committee, that the work may 
advance with rapidity. 

President Hyrum Smith followed with perti- 
nent remarks on the importance of the work— 
the ease with which it might be advanced to 
its completion—that it had already becowe a 
monument forthe people abroad to gaze on 
with astonishment. 
advice to parents to restrain their children from 
vice and folly, and employ them in some busi- 
ness of profit to themselves, to the Temple, or 
else where. 

On motion by elder William Law, and se- 
conded by President Hyrum Smith, Conference 
veted, That we, as conference, and individu- 
ale, will use all the menus, exertions and influ- 
ence in our power, to sustain the Temple Com- 
mittee in advancing the work of the Temple. 

President Joseph Smith presgnted ond read 
to the Conference, a communication from Col. 


Frances M. Higbee, whose conduct had been. 


called in question, in connection with elder 
Sidney Rigdon, and expreesed himself satisfied 
that Col. Frances M. Higbee was free, even of 
reprosch or suspicion, in that matier. 

Conference adjourned for one hour. 

Monday, 20'clock, P. M. 

Conference reassembled, and listened with 
profound attention, toan impressive discourse 
from President Joseph Smith, commemorative 
of the decease of James Adame, Esy., late of 
this city, and an honorable, worthy, ueeſul, and 
esteemed member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints. He spoke of the 
importance cf our understanding the reasone 
and causes of our exposure to the vicissitudes 
ot life, anc of death; ard the designs and pur- 
poses of God, in our coming intothe world 
our safferings here, and our departure r». 
that it is but reasonable to suppose thet God 
would reveal something in reference to the mat- 


ter—the iguorence of the world in reference || 


He concluded with some, 


given io them, can never give us a comprehen. 
sive view of our condition and true relation 0 
God. Knowledge of these things, can only be 
obtained by experience in these thinge, through 
the ordinance of God eet forth for that pup 
pose. He remarked that the disappointment 
of hopes and expectations at the resurrection, 
would be indeecribably dreadful. That the 
organization of the spiritual and heavenly 
worlds, and of spiritual and heavenly being» 
was agreeably to the most perfect order and 
harmony—tlat their limits and bounds were 
fixed irrevocably, and voluntarily subscribed to 
by themselves—subscribed to upon the earth— 
hence the importance of embracing and sub- 
scribing to principles of eternal truth. He as 
sured the saints that truth in reference to these 
matters, can, and may be known, through the 
revelations of God in the way of hie ordinan- 
ces, and in answer to prayer. The Hebrew 
church came unto the spirits of just men 
made perfect, and unto an innumerable compa~ 
ny of angele, unto God the Father of all, and 
to Jesus Christ the Mediator of the New Cove- 
nant; but what they learned, has not been, 
and cou'd not have been written. What object 
wos gained by this communication with the 
spirits of the just, &c.? It was the established 
order of the kingdom of God—the keys of pow- 
er and knowledge were with them tu commu- 
nicate to the saints—hence the importance of 
understanding the distinction between the 
spirits of the just, and angels. Spirits can only 
be revealed in flaming fire, or glory. Angels 
have advanced farther—their light and glory 
being tabernacled, and hence appear in bodily 
shape. 

Concerning brother James Adams, he remer- 
ked, that it shoald appear strange that so good 
and so great a man was hated. The deceagod 
ought never to have had an enemy. But to it 
wor, wherever light spone, it stirred up dark- 
ness. Truth and error, good and evil, cannot 
be reconciled. Judge Adams had been a most 
intimate friend. He had anointed him to the 
Patriarchial power—to receive the keys of 
knowledge, and power, by revelation to him- 
self. He had had revelations concerning his 
departure, and had gone toa more important 
work—of opening up a more effectual door for 
the dead, The spirits of the just are exalted 
toagreater and more glorious work—hencé 
they are blessed in departing hence. Euvelop- 
ed in flaming fire, they are not far from us, and 
know and understand our pecs itr, and 
motions, and are often pained therewith. 

President Smith concluded with exhorte- 


to their true condition, and relation. Reading 


tions to the church to revew their cxertions to 
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forward the work of the Lem ple, and ja walk- 
ing before the Lord in soberness aud righteous 
peas. | | 

Such is a faint outline of the. diseourse of 
President Joseph Smith, which was delivered 
with bis usual feeling und pathos; and was lis- 
tened to with the most profound and enger at- 
tention by the multitude, who hung upon his 


instructionr, anxious to learn and . pursue the 
path of eterna! life. 

After singing by the ehoir, and prayer by the 
president, Conterence adjourned sine die, with 
the benediction of the President. 

JOSEPH SMITH, President. 

Gustavos Hits, Clerk. 


MINUTES OF THE LAST GENERAL 
CONFERENCE, HELD IN ENGLAND. 
Sonpay, June, 4th. 

This conference was held in the New Corn 


Exchange, Manchester, on Whit-Sunday, June 
ach. 1843, and by adjournment, the two follow- 
jog day a, in the large room connected with 
Hayward’s Hotel, Bridge Street. 

From the uneettled state of the weather, we 
were led to expect that our numbers would 
not be very great, but, to our astonishment, 
never before had we seen 80 many Saints assem- 


bled together. 
MORNING SERVICE. 
The meeting being calied to order, Elder 


Thomas Ward was unanimously chosen to pre- 
side; brother William Walker being then ap- 
pointed to act as clerk of the conference. 

The meeting was then opened by singing 
The Spirit of God like a fire is burning,” &c. 
President Ward engagedin prayer. After the 
second hymn, the president addressed the con- 
ference at considerable length on the multitude 
before Him. and the object that brought them 
together. He enlarged on the high purposes 
of God in the salvation of the human family, 
stating what the church of Jesus Christ under- 
stood by salvation, which was this, that intelli- 
gence, or the light eftruth being connected with 
elementary matter, which constituted our exis- 
lence, had become, through the fall as Gods, 
knowing good and evil; that inj. this condition, 
and retaining this knowledge, we, by the atone- 
ment of Jesus Chriat, and the ordinances of his 
kingdom, had become sons and daughters of 
the highest, and by a faithful endurance unto 
the end, we should attaig to the fulnese.of God, 
fitting us to enter into his pfesance to become 
heirs ef God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 
He exhorted the Saints to cherisha spirit of 
love and charity, and suffering injury, even 
from their brethren, to be ready to forgive, and 
to maintain a continued purpose of heart, and 
whatever may arise, st:ll to serve the Lord; by 
which means. they would soon find the evils 


SSS 
light of the spirit of God, sbey would eee 
ly their true position, and the clouda of,derk- 
ness arising on their path, would soon de die 
sipated by the illuminating radiance of the light 
of heaven. ‘ 
Elders Clark and Fielding followed, and gave 
scme excellent teachings, in which the saime 
did greatly rejoice. | 
The number of officers present was then 
called for: high priests sit; elders, 568; priest», 
64; teachers, 40; deacons, 10. The represen- 
tation of the charches being next called for 
the following statements were made :— 
Manchester Conference—Represented by el- 
der Charles Miller, containing 1481 members, 
including 38 elders, 75 priests, 54 teachers, and 
17 deacone, and comprising 30 branches. 

Liverpool Conference—Represented by elder 
Ward, containing 556 members, 31 elders, 30 
priests, 14 teachers, and 10 deacons, comprie- 
ing four branchee. 

Preston Conference—Represented by elder 
William Saalem, containg 655 members, 1 high 
priest, 18 elders, 18 priests, [8 teacheas, 2 des- 
cons, comprising 15 brenches. 1 

London —— by elder 
William Major, the West End containing 53 
members, 3 elders, 9 priests, 3 teachers; the 
East End, Clerkenwell 159 members, 3 cldere, 
9 priests, 2 tenchere, 2 deecons. Ne , 2 
members, | elder, 2 priest. Woolwich, 30 mem- 

AFTERNOON SERVICE, 

The meeting being opened by singing the 
144th hymn, elder Clark engaged in prayer.— 
After the second hymn, a blessing was asked 
upon the bread by elder Banks. 

President Ward then rose and gave some 
suitable instructions to the officers and mem- 
bers respecting the ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper. He wished them to have a clear view 
ofits nature and design. The ordinance of 
baptism was a sign between the sincere believ- 
er aud God, a sign of power by which we légal-. 
ly claimed remission of our sine, in the name 
of Jesus Christ. according to the ordination of - 
heaven. So also the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper was a sign between God and us, to 
which we attended fur a disinet and certain 
purpose, which wes, that we might have the 
continued influence of the spirit of God to be 
with us. Hence the teachings in the revele— 
tions given to direct us in the administration of 
this ordinance, viz:, saying. O God, the Eter- 
nal Father, we ask thee in the name of thy Son, 
Jesus Christ, to bless and sanctify this bread 
to the souls of all those who pariake of it, that 
they may eat in remembrance of the body of 
thy Son, and witness unto thee, O God, , 
Eternal Father, that they are willing to take 
upon them the name of — Son, aud always te- 
member him sand keep his commandments, 
which he has given them, that they may al . 
have hie spitit to be with them: Amen, N 
likewiee ia WN the wine, the idea is given 
us that we attend to this ordinance as d sign 
by which we witness these things before Gea. 


— keep his commandmenis, iw order that we. 
may always have his spirit to be with ug, Here, 
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— 
then, we see the necessity of coming with clean 


drink worthily, and not unto condemnation.— 
And again, we see the necessity of the exhorta- 
tion, ‘Neglect not the assembling of yourselves 
tegether asthe manner of some is;’? and, my 
dea t brethren, as time tolls en, and the events 
that shall characterize the lest days thicken 
around us, we shal! feel the necessity of a con- 
tinual influence of the spirit of the Lord God 
te enable us to endure the things that shall 


come to pass; therefore let us comprehend the 


true nature ofthe ordinance, and seek, as Je- 
eus exhorted. to‘do this until he come.“ 
The representation of the branches was then 


resumed. 

Macclesfield Conference—Represented by 
elder James Galley, consisting of 250 members, 
if elders, 28 priests, 15 teachers, 9 deacone, 
comprising 6 branches. 

Birmingham Conference—Represented by 
eder Cooper Royle, consisting of 509 members, 
32 elders, 32 prieste, 18 teachers, 10 deacons, 
comprising 16 branches. 

Staffordshire Conference—Consisting of 377 
members, 38 elders, 59 priests, 14 teachers, 10 
deacens, comprieing 12 branches. 

Edinburg Conterence—Represented by el 
der Henry M’' Ewan, consisting of 302 members, 
10 elders, 10 priests, 8 teacherr, 2 deacons, com- 
prising four branches. 

Garway Conference—Represented by elder 
Charles Taysom, consisting of 176 members, 4 
elders, 5 priests, 7 teacheis, 2 deacons, com- 
prising 5 branches. 

Glasgow Conference—Represented by priest 
Peter M’Cue, consisting of 721 members, 24 
elders, 32 priests, 28 teachers, 16 deacone, com- 
prising 14 branches. 

. Froome’s Hill Conference—Consisting ef 
784 members, I. high priest, 21 elders 47 priests, 
21 teachers, 9 deacons, comprising about 36 
branches. 


EVENING SERVICE. 
The meeting being ealled to order by elder 


Clark, twas opened by singing ‘Earth is the 
place where Christ will reign.“ Elder Major 
engaged in prayer, when the sepresentatien of 
the various branches was resumed. 

Carlisle Conference—Represented by elder 
John Barker, consisting of 154 members, 8 el 
ders, 19 priests, 8 teachers and 3 deacons, com- 


rising 4 branches. 
Sheffield Conference—Represented by elder 


James Carrigee, consisting of 128 members, 4 
elders, 9 priests, 3 teachers, and 3 deacons. 
Bradferd Conference—Represented by elder 
Robert Parker, consisting of 240 members, 8 el- 
dere, 15 priesis, 11 teacherr, and 6 deseons, 


Bedford Conference—Represented by elde 
Thomas Margetts, consisting of 242 memben, 
14 elders, 20 priests, 8 teachers, and 4 deacons, 
comprising 10 branches. 

Ireland Conference—Consisting of Hillste: 
rough, 55 members, 3 elders, 2 priests, 2 tes. 
chers and one deacon. 

Lincolnshire— Louth, 14 members, 1 elder 
2 priests, 1 teacher. . 

Wigan—5 members. 

Nottingham—5 members. 

Worccstershire—Represented by elder Smith: 
Earl's Common, 61 members, 3 elders, 4 priest 
and one teacher. Penvin, 19 members, 1 0 
der, 2 priests and one teacher. Broomagrove. 
36 members, 1 elder, 3 priesis. 


Monnar, Jane 6. 
The adjourned meeting, he d at Hayward 
Hotel, Bridge Street, being opened with sing- 
ing, prayer was offered up by elder Charice 
Miller. 

President Ward then called upon all these 
whose circumstances would allow them to de 
vote themselves entirely to the work of the min- 
istry, to manifest their willingnees to vol untre, 
in the service of God by standing up, when the 
following names were taken, viz: Osmoné 
Shaw, Thomas Shaw, elder Speakman, elder 
George Eyrer, and Samuel Downes. 


Elder Clark then rose and gave a general in 
vitation to all who had a sincere desire toentes 
into the priesthood in order to glorify God, w 
come forth to be ordained. He said it was in 
accordance with the mind and will of the Fa 

ther, that they who had a sincere desire to serve 
God, should be called unto the priesthood, that 
they might go forth and proclaim the pure prin 
ciples of eternal truth, even the gospel of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 


The following then s bod up os candidates, 
viz: John Williams, Joseph Smith and Thomas 
Jackson. 


Tie subjoined nominations were then pre 
sented to the meeting, and were carried nnen 
imously:— That R. Cowen be ordained elder; 
T. Pratt, elder; J. Flint, priest; S. Downes, 
elder; J. Williams, elder; J. Smith, priest 
J. Nightingale, priest; Peter M’Cue, elder; J. 
Lee, priest; Thomas Jacksen, priest; Samuel 
Welle priest; Joseph Walker, elder; Charles 
Turner, priest; Christopher Riding, priest; Le- 
vi Rigg, elder; George Rebinson, priest; Geo. 
Hewitt, teacher; Thomas Jennings, teacher.— 
The above were then ordained to their rerpec- 
tive offices under the hands of elder Werd. Cr 
Fielding, Miller, Major, Crook and Albiston. 


comprising 7 branches. 


— — — 


The following sppointments were then made 
Eider Birradale wae appointed to take the pres” 
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ham branch; eider Redd 
10 over e Nottingham eirevit; elder 
Pritehard to labor in Derbyshire; and it was or- 
dered that the conferences of Birmingham and 
Meeclesfield give every’ assistance to elder 
Pritchard in their réspective neigh borhoods,— 
Elder Speakman was appointed to labor in con- 

junction with elder Parker in the Bradford eon- 
ference ; Owmond Shaw to labor atjAddingham 
in Yorkshire; elder George Eyres in Lincoln- 
shire and Hall, in connexion with elder Henry 
Coerden; elder Samuel Downes was appointed 
to labor in Derbyshire in connexion with elder 
Hibbert. Other appointments not decided up 

on, bsing more immedistely in connexion with 
the Manchester conference, were lett in the 
bands of elder Charles Miller. 

We must confess that the teachings from 
president Ward, and elders Clark and Fielding 
were rich indeed; they certainly appeared in 
excellent spirits at the prospect before them; 
the spirit of love and union was manifested in 
every countenance, while joy and gladness fill- 
ed every heart at the varied testimonies borne 
by the servants of God. 

Thus passed the general conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in 
England; revealing the progress of this great 
work of the Lord in the last days, which has 
eme forth in the exact time predicted by the 
prophets, and which must roll onward until 
the kingdoms of thie world become the king- 
doms of our God and of his Christ; Even so: 
Amen. Wittiam Water, 
Clerk. 


MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE HELD IN 
BUFFALO, N. v. 


Conference convened according to previous 


appointment, on September |, 1843. The con- 
ference was called to order by Elder William 
Newland. J. P. Green was called to the chair, 
and William H. Folsom was chosen secretary 
osaid conference. Brother Green then arose 
and setured his sincere thanks io the conſer- 
ence, fou the canfidence reposed in him, and 
was aware of the responsibility attending his 
situation as a presiding officer of the confer- 
once, und aleo of every member comprising the 
tame. He stated that Kings and Potentates 
were accustomed to call ceuncils to regulate 
the affairs of state, as all governments have 
been in the hebt of meeting in councils frem 
time immemorial. Therefore according to the 
wages of nations, we have s perfect right te 


business devolving on us, loyal subjeciw of 
‘the King of Heaven, of infinitely greater e- 
ment than the kings of the earth, and urged 
with great zeal the importance of this eonfer- 

ence, calling upon God to direct us in wisdom. 

He then calléd upon the Lord in prayer. 

Measures were then entered into to examine 
the characters and progress of all the members 
of said conference. 

The following high priests were present, and 
received by the conference, viz: Elders Jobe 
P. Green, Noah Packard, Alexander Wilkens, 
Phineas Young and Joel McQuithey. 

The follewing elders were then examined, 
and unanimously received, viz: William Coray, 
Henry B. Jacobs, Michael Jacobs, Henry — 
cobs, Edwin 8. Little, George 
Enoch Rees, Judson L. Stoddard, Julius 1. 
Guimand, Calvin R. Clark, William E. Fol- 
som and Bragford W. Elliot. 

It was moved that the conferenee adjourn u- 
til to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. 

Conference convened agreeable to adjourn- . 
ment, and was called to order by singing and 
prayer. 

Report of Branches—Alexander branch, rep- 
resented by A. Sheffield, clerk of the branch, 
consists of 36 members, 12 elde, one deaceny 
and three by letter since last conference, all 
in good standing. 

Aiabama branch, represented by L. White- 
ing, II members. 

Ackron branch, represented by J. P. Green, 
26 members, 10 e!ders. 

Atica branch, represented by Joel MeQuit- 
they, 13 members, three eldere. 

Brant branch, represented by Henry B. Je 
cobs, 15 members, one elder, one teacher. 

Buffalo branch, represented by William H. 
Fulsom, 5 members, four elders, one teacher. 

Bennington branch, repfesented by Joel Me- 
Quithey, 19 members, one high priest, one el- 
der. 

Batavia branch, represented by George 
Thompson, IU members, eight elders. 

East Bloomfield branch, represented by Will- 
am Coray, cone sts of eight scattering mem- 
bers. 

Cambria Branch, represvnted by Welter 
Hard, 22 members, six elders. 

Hartland branch, represented by Henry Ja- 
cobs, 37 members, nine elders. 

Charlotte and Salem branches, not represen- 
ted. 

Newfain branob, represented by Walter Hurd» 


meet in council, and God requires it at our nine members, one elder. 


han de, and while we contemplate the impor- 
tance of ouch councils to regulate the affairs o 


Centreville branch, represented by Charlies 
Thompson, 11 members, one elder. 


nations, we ase led te the eohclasion that the® Weathersfield branch, represented by G 
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